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Extended School Year Services

Disclaimer: These suggestions are merely just that – suggestions. No legal advice is intended Parents are encouraged to work with the rest of the IEP team in making decisions about their child’s services. 

The IEP team at an IEP meeting makes the determination of eligibility for extended school year services. The IEP forms will have a check box asking:

Does the child qualify for extended school year services? Yes, No or To Be Determined with a date specified. If the annual review is very early at the start of the school year or near the end of the school year, it may be helpful to check TBD and specify a date in late winter or early spring for the determination to be made.

How parents can assist in the process of determining eligibility:

· Ask the members of the IEP team for a copy of the district’s guidelines for extended school year. This will often be used as the basis for determining eligibility. The guidelines will vary from district to district. 

· Not every child qualifies for extended school year services. However, there are a number of factors (not just regression/recoupment) that need to be considered. A child should not automatically be denied the services without determining that the child does not meet the guidelines. If you are unclear as to why your child is not eligible for ESY services, ask the team to provide the reasoning in writing. 

· Collect data on your child both before and upon returning from breaks in the school year. This can consist of work samples, teacher comments, emotional functioning, etc. All children regress somewhat during a break. It will be helpful to record how long it takes your child to get back up to speed to where they were before the break. This data gathering should be based on the goals and objectives in the IEP.

Extended School Year services can take many forms. It is important to note that ESY is a service and not a program. However, most districts have programs lasting typically from four to six weeks that they will enroll the child in to provide the ESY service. It will be helpful to make a list of the objectives that need to be maintained during the break and maintain regular communication with the personnel providing the services.

Federal Regulations
Sec. 300.309 Extended school year services.

(a) General.

(1) Each public agency shall ensure that extended school year services are available as necessary to provide FAPE, consistent with paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Extended school year services must be provided only if a child’s IEP team determines, on an individual basis, in accordance with Secs.300.340-300.350, that the services are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the child.

(3) In implementing the requirements of this section, a public agency may not—

(i) Limit extended school year services to particular categories of disability; or

(ii) Unilaterally limit the type, amount, or duration of those services.

(b) Definition. 

As used in this section, the term extended school year services means special education and related services that—

(1) Are provided to a child with a disability—

(i) Beyond the normal school year of the public agency;

(ii) In accordance with the child’s IEP; and

(iii) At no cost to the parents of the child; and

(2) Meet the standards of the SEA. (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(1))
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